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(OEP code): Life and Philosophy of Swami Vivekananda

Course Title Life and Philosophy of Swami
Vivekananda
Course code

Course credits 3

Total Contact Hours 39 .

Formative Assessment Marks 30

Summative Assessment Marks 70

Model Syllabus Authors BOS, Tumkur University

Chapter : Contact
Topics to be covered HOUTE

R R e

Introduction and Background: National and international
Chapter-1 | scenario at the time of Swami Vivekananda's birth;
Ancestral background of Swami Vivekananda's family.

Early life: Birth and childhood of Swami; Early education
and the roots of spirituality; Unusual events reflecting the
Chapter-2 uniqueness of the boy (anecdotes up to high school study);
Emulable parental influence; Evolution into Leonine youth;
College and passion towards music; “Have you seen god?";

Meeting Sri Ramakrishna

Training under Sri Ramakrishna: The holistic meeting with
Sri Ramakrishna; A brief sketch of Sri Ramakrishna - The

Chapter-3 | way of life and worship; The guru and the disciple; Testing
and accepting the guru; Trials and hardships of
Narendranath;

Unit-11

Travels in India: Passing of the Master; Monastic owes;
Foundations of future organisation; Wanderings: Incidence
at Varanasi - Face the brutes; S C Gupta - Himalaya;

Chapter-4 Pavahari Baba - Rajdsthan; Up to-Holy Mother’s blessings -
7 years journey; Baranagar—Himalaya-Back to Meerut;
Meerut-Alwar; Alwar up to Madras (8 speeches); In
Karnataka - Mysore Province; Madras-Hyderabad-Khetri-
Mumbai. Mumbai-America Voyage;

13

13




Chapter-5

Swamiji in the West: Prelude to the Parliament; Influence
on Jemsetji Tata.

Lack of refence letter, Journey to Boston - meeting Miss Kate
Sanborn and J. H. Wright; Back to Chicago - Hospitality of
Mrs. George W. Hale; The speech at World’s Parliament of
Religion on September 11, 1983. Subsequent speeches at
the Parliament. Reports in the American Newspapers.
Events up to London ship.

Unit-1I1

Chapter-é

Return to the Conqueror: a. Voyage - Journey - Crete -
Island (background of a buddhist monk - influence of west)
b. Colombo to Kolkata;

Establishment of Ramakrishna Mission

Chapter-7

Towards Almora with Western Disciples

From Almora to Lahore

Initiation to the first batch of Monastic Disciples
Training of Nivedita

Swamiji’s reflection on the future Womanhood of India
(Sarala Ghoshal)

Second visit to the West (till reaching Los Angeles)
Work in the West Coast

Paris Parliament of Religions

European tour - East & West Comparison

(with Macleod,Emma Calve,Christian Clergymen & his
wife)

Last Days

13

Suggested Activities for students

1. Visiting nearest Ramakrishna Math / Mission / Ashrama.
Studying and reporting the functioning of the Ashrama.

2. Visiting the centres established on the philosophy of
Swami Vivekananda and reporting on the functioning of the
institution. Correlation of the te achings of Swami
Vivekananda with the function of the institution.

3. Interviewing the great personalities amongst us who have
been influenced by the life and philosophy of Swami
Vivekananda.

4, Conducting a survey on problems faced by the youth and
based on it writing a report containing the solutions
suggested by Swami Vivekananda to overcome the same.
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Reference books

1. “Swami Vivekananda, His life and Legacy” by Swami Tapasyananda (2013). Sri
Ramakrishna Math, Chennai. :

2. “Swami Vivekananda on Himself”, Advaita Ashrama, Kolkata.

3. “Swami Vivekananda's Vision of Future Society”, Ramakrishna Mission Institute of
Culture, Golpark, Kolkata.

4. "Letters of Swami Vivekananda’, Advaita Ashrama, Kolkata.

5. “Vivekananda - His Contribution to the Present Age” by Swami Satprakashananda,
Advaita Ashrama, Kolkata.

6. “Reminiscences of Swami Vivekananda by His Eastern and Western Admirers”,
Advaita Ashrama, Kolkata.

7 “The Life of Swami Vivekananda by His Eastern and Western Disciples”, Vol. 1 &
Vol. 2, Advaita Ashrama, Kolkata.

8. “World Thinkers on Ramakeishna and Swami Vivekananda”,
9. “Understanding Vivekananda”, Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture, Kolkata.

10. “Four Yogas of Swami Vivekananda, Condensed and Retold” by Swami
Tapasyananda (2005). Advaita Ashrama, Kolkata.

11. “Vedanta and Vivekananda by Swami Swahananda”, Ramakrishna Mission
Institute of Culture, Kolkata.

12. “Democratic Administration in the Light of Practical Vedanta” by Swami
Ranganathananda, Advaita Ashrama, Kolkata.

13, “Life of Swami Vivekananda” by Romain Rolland, Advaita ‘Ashrama, Kolkata.

14. “Lectures from Colombo to Almora” by Swami Vivekananda, Advaita Ashrama,
Kolkata.

15. “The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda” (9 Volumes), Advaita Ashrama,
Kolkata (relevant chapters)




