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eLs(r Le rurwdrq. nerewr_tn a c__ vv.yr cf judgment dated

L5'1"2'20I'l r pdssed by this Honrble Court in the matter. above-menti-oned for
your information, necessary action and compliance.

Pl-ease acknowledge receipt.
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REFORTAELE

gru TF{E $IIPREIIJIE COURT SF EhIEIA

GEVE E- SR lGi f-€Al- J URIS D I CTEGN

J'i_.
': : :- 1?

I i*jll

.....FETiTrCNER(S)DISABLFD RIGHTS GROUP &ANR,

VERSUS

UNIOru GF INDIA & CRS.

WITFI

JUNGMENT

.....RESFCNDEFdT(S)

+3r:l+ffied b be trrue mS

Three issues are raised in this petition which is filed in

pubiic interesi, for the benefit of persons suffering frcm 'disabililty'

as per the definition contained in the Persons with Disabilities

(Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full Participation

Act) 1995 (hereinafter referred to as the 'Disabilities Act, 1995')

which now stands repealed and is replaced by the Rights of

Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 (hereinafter referred to as the

Page 1 of 26



':;is*biEltis_sr A*i, 2{}i*";. "ihe f!rsi ie.s'*r€i r-*ieteu !-r} the iicn-
: '---

,T1l**uotaticn af l$-ol* reseruation *f 
*,1_3.ats. .in _?9_yeatienai

institutions a$ prcvidea in $eetion 39 of the Disabilities Aet, i gg5

anrj .Seeticn 32 *l th* '*[sabilities Aet, =*iGl 
=::_-d 

equaiiy

impo;tant issue raised in this petitinn, vu'hie h ls !a.:iimatelv

eons:eeie* with the first issue, is to prouieie proper eceess to

cfthcpaedie disabled persons so that they are able ta freeiy move

in the edueaiional iilstitution and acces$ the facilities. "l-hirc issue
.i=

pertains to pedagogy i.e. making adequate provisions and

facilities of teaching far disabled persoRs, depending upon the

nature *f thein disabiiity, te enabie them tc undertake their stueJies

efrectiv*!v,.:-----:.;:-_

We may *tate at the outset that though ihe petitiorr as

originaily fiiec had confined these issues enly to law colleges" In

view of the fact that these issues are of seminai inrportance, this

eourt e$eeided to extend the coverage by encompassing all

educationai institutions.

2) As caR be discerned from the number assigned to this writ

petition, it was filed in the year 2006 and, thus, is pending for

eleven years. The reason was that this Courl has been calling for

the status report(s) from the respondents/Government Authorities

Writ Petition (C) No.292gf 2006 & Anr. Page 2 of 26



/ J!.'

{t}

rj

tru:m ti*te t* iime cb*ut the impiei:":*ntatlon or the Disabiiiiies:Act

insofar as provisions relating to the aforesaid aspeets are

eoReerned. *Qince thc matter was ripe fon passinq final orders anej

dis"eciions. we deerned it prooer io hear the eounsel for the parties

at l*ngth sc that the writ petition is disposed of by giving final

riireetlens in this behalf.

"$eciion 39 : All Goorernment educational
institutions . and other educational institutions

_:*
\+.*#'- 

-

As per this pravision, all Government educationai lnstitutions as

weil as other educational instituiions which are receiving aid from

'rh* Governrnent are supposed to reserve seats for the benefit of

persons with disabilities, which resenvation shall not be less than

3%. Thus, 3% of the seats is the minimum reservation and it can

be even more than 3%. This provision had come up for

discussion before this Court in Atl Kerala Parents Association

of the Hearing lmpaired v. Sfafe sf Keralat and the Court

issued fotlowing directions therein:

/!\
4)

' zoo2 (7) Scate 198

Writ Petition (C) No. ?92 of 2006 & An!,

39 of the Disabilities Act, 1gg5 reads as under:

Page 3 of 26



"Vve. 
" " h+id that Sectian Sg deais -.ryith the

resenvatiori of seats foi' persons with disabilities in
got'ernment edueatiernal institutions es ,ruell as
eeiueational instituiions r"eceiving aid fnom the
gcvernrRent, and r:eeessa;.iiy therefore the provison
thereof nnusi be eomplied with."

lirs*iliiities Aet, 2e 1S makes flnorc exhaustive prGVi$ians insofar
.*€iLsfu*.- rE**"F,*-_"-+F*,q!4 ':i$Ml sl-r-1,isr-

#s *rcviding of educaticnai feeiiiiies to the persons with

disabilities is ecncerned. 
,section 3j confers r"ight to free
!._,__--_.

eclueation upCIn ehildren with benchmark disabilities who are

heiween the age of G to 18 years, This provision is made

notwithstandiirg anyihing contained in the Rights cf children to

Free enci *omnulsory Education Act, 2009. section BZ makes
*-.

i-rrovisisrls fr:r reservation in higher eelucational institutions.

seciion 34 Brovldes for reservation in emplayment. since, we are

soricerneei wlth. reservation crf seats irr edr-,lcatic,nal institutions and

as $eet;on 3? cirectly deals with ihe sarne, we reproduce that

pre',risien hereu nder:

"32. i1) All Government institutions of higher
eejucation and other higher eeiucation institutions
receiving aid from the Government shall reserve
not less than five per cei*t. -on5=ivith
r..+--'--f_'i; .bench mark disabilities.

(2) The persons with benchmark disabilities shall
be given an upper age relaxation of five years for
admission in institutions of higher education."

6) The educational institutions covered by this provision are not only

Writ Petition_(C) No. 292 of 2006 & Anr. Page 4 of 26



'f.

in* O-31T.f?l=f 
TITliil1ans *f i.,rgher eduealfri+ but *ij..!ii*se

higher edueatio* !nstitutians whieh #re neceiving aief fc.arn the

uoverRment. *ther pertinent aspeet is that the extent r:f
i'eservatisn i*c inoreesed froi-n G% under Disabilities Act, i gg5 ia

b_.^-,,-_

5?; undei' this *isabiiities Act, 2a16" cne nl*i"e inrpariant

lmprovement made rn Disabirities Act, 2016 
'ver 

the earrierAet is

ihat such provisions are made for 'persons vrrith bench mark

sisabilities'- This express;on is defined in section ?iri wnien

reads as under /
"Section Z(r) ,,person with benchrnark disability,,
rneaRs a p-qlqc,i-r wjifr _,rat less than forty per eent.of a specitieif dis;biiii-v *n** ;p""inei iil"nirli;
haB -not' been eiefined' !n measurabr" t"*T ,rJinelitdes a [,e!.son with disebiliiy .ruhere specified
disabiiity has been defined in measurabre terms,
as ceftified by the certifying authority.,,

!i It, thus, hardly needs to be enrphasised that

institutions are bound io reserve seats from

from disability. Nohvithstanding the same,

petit!oner is that the educational institutions

adhering thereto.

No doubt, some progress is made in

this present petition and monitoring

there is a need for complying with

such educational

pe!sons suffering

grievance of the

have not been

this behalf after the filing of

of the case by this Court,

this provision to full extent.

8)

Writ Petition (Cl No.292 of 2006 &iAnL
Page 5 of 26



.Aec*i"c;ngiy, ,,-re direet that al! ihose institutions whieh Arc eovereei

IA!IAA

by the obligations provided under Section 32 of the Disabilities

Act, 2016 shall comply with the provisions of Section 32 while

making admission of students in educational courses of higher

education each year" To this end, ihey shall submit iist of the

nirmber of disabled persons admitted in each eourse every year

to the Chief Commissioner and/or the State Commissioner (as the

case may be). lt v'rili also be the duty of the Chief Commissioner

as well as the State Commissioner to enquire as to whether these

educationai institutions have fulfilled the aforesaid obligation.

il{eedless to mention, appropriate con$equential action against

those edulcational.,jnstitutions, as provided under Section 89 ot

the Disabilities Act, 2016 as uyell as other provisions, shall'be

initiated against defaulting institutions.

{!!} & {8il}

In another judgment pronounced today itself in the case of RaSive

Raturi v. lJnion af lndia & Ors. (Civil Appeal ttlo. 243 of 2005

lvith Anr,), this very Bench has given detailed directions for

making appropriate provisions for accessibility of handicapped

persons, though the scope of that petition was confined to

persons suffering from rrisual impairment. Flowever, various

+:!

Writ Petitisn (Cl No. 292 of 2006 & AnL Page 6 of 26



i.t

asp*ers #iseuss*d end #i;'eetions givei: for rnaking suitahie

provisichs in this' b*haif would'henefit pbr$ons suffering fronn

other disabilities as we!1" Therefore, the position of law diseussed

in detail in ihe said judgment anej the direetions issued therein

need not b+ repeated fo:'the sake of brevity, \flde would, however,

reeapitulate fo!iowing provisions contained in Eisabilities Aet,

20i 6:

section 2(i) - 'estabiishment incrudes a Government

establishment and private establishment"

section 2(k) - 'Government esrablishmeni' rneans a corporation

established by or unden a eentra,l Act or State Aci or an authar-ity

or a body owned or eontralled or aided by the Government or a

iocal authority or a Government company as defined in seeticn Z

of the cornpanies Aet, zarc (18 of z01a) and includes a

Department of the Government.

section 2(v) - "private establishment" means a company, firm,

cooperative or other soeiety, associations, trust, agency,

institution, organisation, union, factory or such other

establishment as the appropriate Government ffiay, by

notification, speiify; (w) "public building" means a Government or

Page 7 of 26Writ Petttion (Cl No. 292 af 2006 & Anr"



*ilv#Te i;iiiril:l:i;, ':se{j i=r 4i;e€.ssed a_v ihe public.at Ferge, ir-r,;iue:!ng

a builef ing used f*r edueatisna! cr vpeational purposes, workpiaee,

eornmercial aetiviiies, pubEie utilitics, religious. *r;lturai, ieisure or

reereationai activities, medical or health services, law

enfoi'eenren'-rt ageneies, a^eforrnatories oi' judieiaI foras, railway

stations cn plaiforms, readways bus stands oi'terminus, airports *r

r,,'laterways;

Sectisn Z(vu) - "publie building" means a Government or prlvate

buiiding, used or accessed by the publie at large, including a

building used fon educatieinal cr vocationai pul"poses, workpiace,

oomffierciai activities, public utiiities, religious, eultural, !eisure or

recreationat aetrvities, nredicai or health sei-vices, law

enforcennent egeneies, refonmatories or judieial foras, railway

stations or platfcrms, roadways bus stands or terminus, airports cr

rvaterways;

Seetion Z(zd) - "transportation systems" includes road transporl,

rail transpoft, air iransporl, water transport, para transit systems

for the last nrile connectivity, road and street infrastructure, etc;

Section 2(ze) - "universal design" means the design of products,

environments, programmes and services to be usable by all

Writ Petition (Cl No.292 of 2006 & Ant. Page I of 26



::::-i
:::+

ire*sfs 'e* the greatesi *xtent g:ossibr+, ,+sithoqJt ihc

qdaptaiion or speeiaiiseri 'design anei shaf r appry to

de,riees incluciing advaneed technologias for particular

pe rsoRs vr-ith d isab il ities.

need ior

assistive

group of

Scetion 2(bi - "eppropriate Government,, mcans,_

(ii in relatian to ihe eentrar Government ar any estabrishment

v'rhoiiy *r substantially financed by that Government, or a

cantonment Board constituted under the cantonnnents Act, 2006

{41 cf 2006), the Central Government:.

(ii) in relation io a state Government or any estabrishment, urhorry

or substantially financed by that Government, CIr any local

authority, other than a eantonment tsoard, the state Government.

section '16 maneiates the appropriate Government and the local

auth*rities to encieavour that all educational institutions funded or

recognised by them provide inclusive education to the chiidren

with disabilities and tovvards that end shair make buirdings,

campus and various facilities accessible.

section 25(1xb) mandates the appropriate Government and rocar

authority to take necessary measures for the persons with

disabilities to pi'ovide barrier-free access in ail parts of
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G*vernnrent. anei privat€

rnstitutians and centres,

anci other 
. 
health *are

Section 40 nrandates the eentral Government to frame Rules and

iaying down the standards of aceessibility fsr Bhysicai

environment, transportation system, information & communieatior:

system and other facilities & serviees to be provided to the public

in urban and rural areas. Rule 15 deals with accessibility

standards far publie buildings, passenger b',ls transport anci

information and communicatlon iechnology. As regards public

builCings, ihe accessibility standards prescribec under the

F4armonised Guidelines and Space Stanciards for i:ai'rier-free i:uiit

environment for persons with disabilities and elderiy pe!'sons

issued by Ministry of Urban Development have been adopted.

This irnplies that all the public buildings are now required to

eonform to these standards.

10) it hardly needs to be emphasised that Disabilities Act is premised

on the fundamental idea that society creates the barriers and

oppressive structures which impede the capacities of person with

disabilities. Capability theorists like Martha Nussbaum are of the

opinion that there cannot be a different set of capacities or a

different threshold of capabilities for persons with disabilities. This

i-respitals
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ii-i

ra[ses ihe cs"iiieai ibsu* *f ereeting a ievei piaying field whereby all

*itizens te have equaiity af fair oppor"tunities to enable ihem ta

;-ealise their fuil potentiai anel experienee iveil-being. To ensure

ihe Eevet pla,v"ing field, it !s not eniy esseniial to give necessary

erjucatien to the perscns suffering fram the disability, it is also

irnperaiir.rs tc see that sueh eciucation !s imparted ta them in a

rruitiul rnanner. That can be aehieved only ii there is proper

aecessibillty io the huildings where the edueational institutian is

houseel as vueil as to other faeiiities in the said buitding, narnely,

ciass rooms, iibrary, bathrooms ete, Withoui that physically

handieapped nersons vrould nct be able to avail anci utiiise the

educatianal opportunity in full measure.

' For detailed discusslon, see Thecretizing the Models of Disability Philcsophical Social and
Medical Concepts-An Empiricat Research based on existing Literature by Shanirnon. S. and
Rateesh. K. Nair

11) i/arious theories on sability have emerEed,

namely, the Social the Medical Model of ,,

\,r
Disabiiity, the Right isability, the Model of \ \t\
Eihicai and Philos Economic Model of I \l\
Disabiiity ent

models o ent

Gasg, so of

Disability. as

Writ Petitton {Cl No. 292 of 200 Page 1'l of 26



iieti-:ij 1;',.,-i:!#iiv r*ii€'irti*i.** i=;'ri,;gii iirs cl"e+gti*n *f artifielei.'

attitueiinei, org6nlsationai enei eirvironn:enial barriers. irnpairment

is regareieei as being ;: norsRa! paffi ot the human *ondition, with

*vcrycne experieneing impalrmeirt differentiy and having different

aoce$s needs" i-ife is aeeested aG ine !uding negative

+xperiene€s, anej irnpairnrent ;eay be - burt is not necessarily -

*ne +f ihern. Eisabled peoole ar"e defined as being neople vrrho

experienee the Lrnnecessary barriers created by society within

iheir riaily llfe. social lModel of etisabiiity has gained ground in the

internatianal debate. This views disability as a social construct

cnd emphasizes society's she fteomings, stigmatization and

;iisc;r"iffiinati*n in its reaction te persons wiih disabiiity. lt

**istingurishes uetween funetional inipairrnents (disability) both of a

e hysica$ end psvchok:gicai natrjre, and the [css of equal

pariicipation in social prclcesse$ that only erises through

interaction v;ith the sociar setting (handicap), These

develepments have contributed to a new (wHo) rnodel, which

L:ears in mind sociai as weil as funetional and inciividual factors in

its classification of health anc health-related areas. Keeping in

view the abo.re, proper facilities are need to be provided to

differently-abled persons while having higher education.
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ins+fas" "qs the rigErts i:ase aporeaeh is e*necrned, that hae iieen

narrated in detaii in ffegfwc ffiafurf's ji:dgrnent. we may add that

--.'*,*--*.a+=- 

--o-

a basic underline assumption, whieh is well recogniserJ, is ihat

Gverycne can learri; there is no sueh person as one who is

inedueable; and that, aceordingly, al| disabled persons {fror:-:

whatever disabiiity t!"rey are sufferirig) have right to get not ant5r

rninimum edyggii"l but higher education as we||. Noi making

aclequate provisions t ucation to sueh

persons, therefore, would annount to discrimination. sueh

requii"ement is to ensure that even a student with disability, after

proper education, '+*ill [:e able to lead an indepenelerit,

eeonornically self sufficient, productive and fulty participatory life.

This rights-based approach is an inclusive approach which class

for the participation of all gfoups of the population, inciuciing

disadvantaged persons, in the development process. lnclusive

developmeni builds on the idea of 'society for All' in which all

people are equally free to develop their potential, contribute their

skilis and abilities for the common gcod and to take up their

entitlements to social services. lt emphasises strengthening the

rights of the people with disabilities, and foster their participation

in alt aspects of life. A disability is only actually a disability when

it prevents someone from doing what they want or need to do, A

Wrlt Fetition {Cl No. 292 of ?00_6 & Anr. Page 13 of 26
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:l+t*y*=i =ail i-1* iirsi, ;=s* *n*r:iti.re 6*- ;,; ipri:eeicF:ail-, a* l*nff a* eh* has

ecee$s Ec ti"re .**i;rireorn an# the legaE library, as welF a* t* .

i+vhaiever mthen piaee* anr.i s=nateriai Gi' equig:ment that ara

neeessary for her ts ,so her juh wefl. A person who ean't hear ean

&s E mester earpeRier e'- ihe iieac of e ehemistny fab, if he carr

ce:mmunieate wiih clients anej assistanis, A person uriih rnerrtei

lllness can nonetheless be a brrliiant seholar or theorist'. -l-he

aforesaid discussion amply justifies right of access to students

with aisabilities ta educational institutions in which they are

admitted.

it ins'ould be pertinent ta menti*n ai this stage thai in the guideiines

for eieveiopment grant to colieges framecj bir the tJniversity Grants

*ommission {uGC), the uce has specificaily made provisions

eoncerning 'schemes for persons with disabilities'. There is a

specifie scheme in respect of l-4igher Education for Persons ,.r,rith

"Special Needs (l"iEPSN). This HEPSN scheme has three

components, namely,

(i) Establishnient of Enabling units for differenfly-abred

persons. The function of this unit as enumerated therein

includes creating awareness about the needs of differenfly-

' We have a celebrated examples of John Nash, a noted mathematician rvho earned laurels by
getting noble prize and Stephen Hawkins.
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n'4j .rhe 
peiitiarrer haei filed a *ornpilation on FeL:ruary z?, 2fr16

eonteining suggestions, in the form of GuideliRes, insofar as

rnaking adequate irrfrastrueture for providing p!'oper access and

also teachlng facilities (Pedagogyi for differently-abled persons

are concerned:

ENFRASTRI.JCTi.JRE

Barrier-free campus environment aecording to the

provisions af Section 45 and section 46 of the Persons with

Disability Act, 1995 and further according te 2AA1 guidelines

issued by th* Chief Camrnissioner for Persons with Disabilities

entitled "Planning a tsarrier Free Environment". $ome specific

examples where a building is of more than 2 storeys,

manelatory provislan for iifts. Straight and barrier-free paths,

rernoval of obstacles such as pianis, furniture or bicycles adjaeent

to doors, entrances, on the steps or in corridors, Unnecessary

interior decoration of areas should be avoided where the same

leads to impairment of the mobility of disabled persons.

(b) On Campus Accommodatign

Priority assignment of on-campusicollege hostel

accommodation. Rooms assigned preferably on the ground floor.

{t}

(a)
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ah!*d peresns, and *ther general issues eoneernins theii-

learning. This special unit is ta be guaranteed by a facuity

member to be nominated by the Head of the lnstitution"

ecnrBonent 2 ef th* scheme deals with providing aceess ta

differ*nily-abied perscns. For this purpose, uGC agreeel to

make & one-time grant of up to,_Bs.S lakhs per coliege

during the Flan period. To enable these institutions to make\=-"-:
special arrangements in the environment for their mobility

asid indepenrJent funetioning and to ensure that ail existing

structures as well es futi;re construction projects in their

eampuses are made disabled friendly.

(iii) Third ccnxpcnent deals with providing special equipment to

augment edueational services for differenfiy-abled persons.

It recognises that oinerently-abled persons require special

aids and appliances for their daily functioning and that the

higher edueational institutes may need special learning and

' assessment deviees in this behalf. !n addition, visually

challenged students neeci Readers. Thus, colleges are

encourage to procure such devices such as computers with

screen reading software, low-vision aids, scanners, mobility

devices etc.

iiii
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s,-;liahi* :=*sn"l a$iG ro&ill!*orr: g"na*'ifieatlacis in hostel s*ch as

prouursion of r"arnps .*nd speciai .fittingsiadjustabie furniture tc

faeilitate mobiEity and conrfort. Avaitabiiity of attenejant/heiper/

assistant, as required, te help the disabled student lvith mobiiity

and erlei:iation in hostel. sBeciai oR-eampr:s transportation on

as-needeci basis. Where nc on-camBus aecomrnedation is

prov'lded, scherne fcr financial assistance to the disabled student

fcr expenses for off-eampus accCImmoelation and relatea

requirernents such as helper/attendant, transport to/frorn campus,

etc"

(c) Qlaqsioorn

Fcr visua!ly impaired Brairie symbols at appropriate

plaees Fn eiassrooni buildings to assist vvith srientaticn. Auditory

signais in eievators and iifts leading to classrooms, For students

wiih low rrision, edequate iighting in the classroonr via natural light

or adequate provision of buibs, tube lights. etc. provision fcr

reeording of lectures. Power plug points for visualiy impaired

students to fit in their aids and applianees such as audio recorder,

laptop, computer etc. classroom acousiics to be designed so

that all audio communication is clearly auclible.
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5:*s= +Sh*paedf e i;epaie'*ei .: Classro*nrs in iocat;c'ns-

aeeessible tc wheelehair users" Rarnps in classrcom buildings

cnd adaptations in toilets for wheeichair users and orthopaeelie

rllsabled persons. Seating prior"ity in elassroarnrs with adequate

spece tels' wheelehair users io move around. Avoidanee of

teaehing plaiforms as being difficult to access for orthopaedic

lrnpaired persons.

Fon heanng impaired Clear and prominent signs

indicating locations of courses anC elassrooms'to assist with

or-ientetian, Seating for the hearing impaired studerrt as well as a

nate-taker, located such that lip n'lCIvement of instructor and sign

language interpreter can easily be seen.

id)

$tructure and layout modifications of the laboratories for

safety anci comfod of the visually impaired and orthopaedic

inrpaired/wheelchair users. Use of Braille instruction sheets and

tactile visual material. Availability of assistants for help with

laboratory activities, pafticularly where some risk is involved, such

as handling of chemicals. Sigh language interpreters for hearing

impaired.
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F*r vistralEy impair*d students,. Braille section anei fUify

accessible *omputer systems with scanning faeilities, JAWS

software and Braille embossers far printing. For lcr,v vision

students, ierge print books and t:emputers equipped wiih text

enEerging software" Digital libi'aries. !*ibrary cataloguing CIn

eornpr:ter with JAWS. Sign ianguage interpreters as required for

hearing inrpaired.

/4\

Fcn visually impaired Course rnaterial in accessible

fci"mats such as draille, audic books and electronie formats such

as c-flies in 'dalsy' formai. ,AvAilabiiity of readers, note takers,

seribes. Suiitable eurriculum modification ancl assistance esp. for

seientific/pieiorial/graphical n"laterial and science laboratories'

Computers with screen readlng software, aceessible library and

referenee materiais. Availabitity of tape rei:crdersi digital voice

recorders.

- l.Jote takers and scribes, as

with upper limb imPairment.

and assistance, esPecialiY in

For orthopaedic imPaEred

required, especiallY for persons

Suitable curriculum modification

science !aberatories.
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. i-sfl ft*ari*g :rnpafnerS *joie takers -fag, erassr**m anri
provisicn *f iaptop/eornputer for note taking. $ign fanguage
inierpreters for" ecmmunieation suppr:rt in seminare, meetings,
discussions and at efj i.r;-=iversity/eofiege functions, "suitanie
er"*r*eurunr'noclfication ang assisianee for seienee iaboratories.
$ub-tiiring of erassroom videa rneteriar. Technorogicar support for
any othei' necessary ancf appropriate technology, inciuding
eemputer technoiog'v, to assisi the hearing impaired student with
iearning.

ig,i 
n-

Extensian of t!me, ljse elf ieeder/scribe, use of
ccnnputerr'faptcp' Avairabifity *f quesiion pape!"s in accessible
forniats, ineiuding iarge print, Braite, ar:dic, daisy format. option
*f writing exarns on compute;^ with screen reading softrvare.
Modificatien of pictoriar and graphicar rriateriar for visuary
inrpaired,

(h)

scribes' hefpers and sign language interpreters for disabled
students !n interactions with university/corfege administration,
especiaty for the admission process, meetings with staff/principal,
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'J i-:-es ir- * u 5 **r11 Fa*y E"eef u Eifir€ nt i nterriews e ri d eofft fln u n ieati$ B-r

bvith e*llege offleiaFs sueh as' eareer eCI.unseliors, student

eounseEloi's, g:sychelogists and any other pefscn attached ta the

uni,versity/eotiege v;hc provieies services of any type to the

students. $peeiai eeimissions window for disabled siudents.

$ensitivity training en #isability to administrati're and pedage,gie

staff.

ii) ancj Leisure Facilities

Uni'rersities/co.lleges to ensure that cultural/recreational

programs take into acceunt need of students with disabiiities te

provide for their futl partieipation in sueh programs. $orne

specifie exanrpies in sporis: running coursesltracks to be siraight

where visualiy impaired and orthopaedic impaired students are

participating. 
. 

Special sporting events to be conducted such as

cricket for visuaily impaireO anO special events according io para-

olyrnpic norrns for orthopaedic impaired. International nsrms to

be modified where necessary to suit ihe needs of the disablecj

students. Trainers to be sensitized towards disability and

inclusion and respective societiesiassociations to ensure that the

information about eventslcontests reaches the disabled students

also. Similarly, cultura! activities with adequate modifications to
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,** mld* *vaiia*:5*. F*r *xam$:ie, r:!sabled 
=tueienls 

lr: L,e;

enabled tc tak* part in'theatre, literary, danee and musie activities

with the hetB of assisiants. ${earing impaired etudents to be

provided with an interpreter far sports and cultural aetlvities *f

various types.

15i Based on the afcresairl suggestions, the petitioner macie written

-yly:-.-yns oR February 22,2A16, seeking following directicns:

"(a) For an order directing the UGC to carry out
an inspection of the 3% reservation record of
re . 11, 12 and 13 to ensure that 3%
re per$ons with disabitities are
complied wllh, inciuding the backlog.

t

,'tEit -Central Executive
Co-riimittee and the State Executive Cornmittees
who itili, fn turn, ensure that the institutions are
made disabled friendly.

(c) er directing the UG
the " for Accessibility for
DiQg Ffuefsiiies/Co.llegesl
the pelitiofier pursuant to the=or-der o.f.thjs Couri
dqlq-.d December Q, 20i0 and after making such
changes as de issue to all
insTitulions of cafio--fl law

.. ?''--- _*

collfges, for W-ittr cified
period."

16) After coming into force the Disabilities Act,2016, further directions

are sought in tune with the provisions contained in the said Act, in

the followino manner:
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"iiii F*;i" +.=i-r +id*r" #ii.ecfii-tg ti:e e entral
#overnment LlRc*c" Seetion aS oi the Disabilities
Ast, ?01S t*..frame the rules for persons with
eiisabilities iayir"ig derwn ihe standards of
aecessibiiity feir r;erlieges, universities and other
higher *ducatie nal institutions, incluciing
pedagcgicai nieasures such as reasonabie
acccflnrlrlociatisn, madifications and aids and

i'lees far ieetures, eurrieuia, teaehing
iais. labcratories, libraries, examinaiions,
coms anei hosteis ete. within six !"nanths

frenr ioday; anci for a ejirection to the appropriate
Governments to implement the said rules within
iwo years frcm the notification of ihe said Ruies in
aceordance with Section 46.

{e) Fcr an orcier ciirecting the e entral
Government to take into consideratien the
fiuidelines for Accessibility ior Students with
Eisabilities in Universities/Colleges, as subnriiied
by the petitioner, in accorcjance with this Courl,s
eirder rlatee january 2,0,201j, while'framing the
R.uies under $eetion 4A of the Act.

tij Fer an erder riirecting ihe eentral Government
t'* create an aucjit templaie in conforrnity with ihe
Ruies for accessibility in higher educationai
institutions i'eferred to in (m) above, ancl for s
#ireetion to the appropriate Governments (Centrai
and State Governments, UGC, BCI) to conduct an
audit af all higher educational institutions within
six monihs from today and to put al! the audit
r*pnj_: on a website.

(g) For an order directing the UGC, ihe Central

accessibility measures in the educational
institutions

(h) For an order directing all higher educational
institutions to make their ihstitutions accessible in
acd'ordbnce with the Act and the Rules within two
years of the notification of the rules; and for
mandatory fornration in each institution of the
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Ine*li*g Us:;i i*:" disai:iei siucenis es per UGC
=:nh riJ a^iiuE 5 ir ts iTjanitorinG fiITCimp ntat ihe s and guijelines. soR din hs.

iii For *n order directing the eentrai and Siate
Advisory Boards to rnonitor the irnplemer:tation of
the Aet and Rules end ihe orders of this eourl to
ensur* ecrnfiiiance."

i7\ -; here eann*t be eny dispute that the suggestions given by the

petiii+ner, iurliieh ere reproducerr above, appear ra be reasonabre

and are w*orihy of implernentation. !-iowever, at the sarne time, it

would be appropriate to consider the feasii:ility thereof oarticulariy

with ;'egard to the manner in whieh these. can he irnplemented.

Ttiis task ca* he undertaken by the ucc. Likewise, the

direetians which are scught by the petitionerc are in consonance

-rith thc pi-cvisions containeci in the Disabilities Act, 2016. in

these circun'lstanees, r,ve dispose of these writ petitions with the
----__

fol!owing direet!ons;

(i) 
ryj.'19 deating u;ith the issue of reservation of seats in the

edlcationai institutlon$, we have already given directions in pala

I above that the provisions of Section 32 of the Disabilities Ac!,

2016 shali be compried with by ail concerned educationar

institutions. ln addition to the directions mentioned therein, we

aiso direct that insofar as raw coileges are concerned, intimation

in this behalf sha'il be sent by those institutions to the Bar council
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+? i;:dia_{*e E; *s,rve(i. rith*r *riueatianal institaitjqTs'wi!iT,Flfu ins

*ompiiance, *aeh year, to the UGe . !i"-vii! be within the diseretion

et th+ Bei andi*r UGe to earrv eut inspections CIf suefi'l

educational institutiens to vei'ify as tc whether the provisions are

*cmplieei wrth *r nct.

iii) Er:sefar as suggestions given by the petitionen in the form sl

.G"1lt_9_lit_.j:iT_{9_e9_1ui!ltV 
lo_r . 

students Yjth Disabilities in

r,!nirversitiesieolleges" are concerned, ihe UGC shall consider the

fe-asibility thereof bV c9n9ti|{ing a Committee in this behalf. ln

this eommittee, the UGC would he free to inelude Bersons from

amongst-Centrai Advisory Boand, State Arjvisorv Boarcis, Chief

Cammrssioner ef State Commissioners appointed under the

Disabilities A.et. This Cornmittee shall undertake a detailed study

fcr making provisions in respeet of accessibility as well as

cedagogy and vvould also suggest the rnodalities for

irnplementing those suggestions, their funding and monitoring,

etc. The Committee shall also lay dcl.'rn the time limits within

which such suggestions could be impiemented. The Expert

Committee may also consider feasibility of constituting an in-

house body in each educational institution (of teachers, staff,

students and parents) for taking care of day to day needs of
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*iff,er*nt!"+ pbie'* f;-*f$*elF e= well as for impl*rn+ni*ti*;: *f

-Echemes that rrriouid be devised blr the Fxpeit'eonrmittee.

exereise shall be eonrpleted by iune 3_0. 2018.

{iiii Report ln this behalf, as wefi as the Aetian Taken Repori,

.*hail be sribrnitted to this Court in .July, ?018. Cn r*ceipt af thc

ressrt, the matter shall be placed before the eourt.

... ".'. " "r::t*'" --" "S:l/ -.'......J.
(A"K.S!KRr)

::# t.1 .. ,
*: f{Hw EHLFf t;-

*ils'FM*ER t5, 2&17

a #€$dli#S*egk

Vtrit P4tition (Ct Na.292 of 2006 ilAar. Page 26 of 26

{A$r-roK BFtusF|AN)


