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Open Elective Paper
An Introduction to Women’s Studies

Objectives : 1. Introduce Women’s Studies concepts
2. Sensitize students on gender issues

Unit | : Concepts of Women’s Studies:

1.1 Sex, Gender, Patriarchy and Matriarchy;

1.2 Socialization, gender division of labor; Invisibility of Woman work

1.3 Women’s Education- Importance and hurdles, Changing Role of Women in the
Family, Women’s Empowerment and Women’s Entrepreneurship;

1.4 Feminism — Meaning, Liberal Feminism and Radical Feminism.

Unit Il : An Overview of Women Related Laws:

2.1 Women related constitutional provisions : Articles — 14,15,16, 17, 21,39(e) and 42;

2.2 Personal Laws : Hindu Marriage Act, Special Marriage Act, Muslim Marriage Act,
2005;

2.3 Dowry Prohibition Act 1961, Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act,
2005.

2.4 Laws related to Employment : Minimum Wage Act, Equal Remuneration Act,
Maternity Benefit Act, Sexual Harassment of Women at Work Place Prevention,
Prohibition and Redressal Act, 2013;

Unit 11l : Women and Health:

3.1 Reproductive Health — Stages of Life Cycle of Women.

3.2 Reproductive rights, Family Planning — Gender Discrimination in adopting
contraceptives

3.3 Gender bias and discrimination in food intake and distribution in the family;
3.4 Women’s Health Problems: Physical and Mental.

Unit IV: Women and Other Issues:

4.1 Women in Literature: Nemichandra (Any one Short Story)

4.2 Women’s Representation in Media — Advertisement, Cinema and Serials (A Case
Study of any one),

4.3 Impact of Social Reform Movement and Status of Women: Child Marriage, Sati
Prohibition, Widow Remarriage and Women’s Education.

4.4 Women’s Movement in Post-independent India- Issues undertaken- dowry and
rape.



PATTERN OF QUESTION PAPER

Max. Time: 3 Hours Max. Marks: 50

PART- A
Answer any FIVE of the following: (5X2=10)

A T A

PART- B
Answer any FOUR of the following: (4X5=20)

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
PART-C

Answer any TWO of the following: (2X10=20)

12.
13.
14.



